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Company Research & Interview-Prep
Prompt
Paste this at the start of an AI session with live web access. It's for a senior executive researching a prospective

employer and preparing to interview there — used independently, not tied to any search firm. Replace

{{COMPANY}} (and optionally {{ROLE}}, the role you're interviewing for) before you run it.

It turns three things in this pack — assessing a prospective employer, preparing to differentiate at

interview, and using AI well — into one ready-to-run brief. It produces a fact-checked intelligence pack on the

company: leadership, funding, pipeline, facilities, a values-and-culture map, and interview-prep angles built only

from verified facts. The prompt itself is deliberately neutral, so you can reuse it for any company, any role.

How to use it

Open any AI assistant with live web access (so it can verify against current sources).

Replace {{COMPANY}} with the company, and {{ROLE}} with the role you’re interviewing for.

Paste the whole prompt below — or copy it cleanly from the companion file 09 — Company Research &

Interview-Prep Prompt.txt.

Read the Verification Notes at the end before you rely on anything in the room.

Copy-paste tip. Use the included .txt file for a clean copy — pasting from a PDF can drop line breaks.

The prompt

Pre-Interview Company Intelligence Pack — DISCO Prompt (v3)

Fill in {{COMPANY}} and {{ROLE}}. If {{ROLE}} is not provided, ask me one short question to identify it 

before writing Section 9 (Interview Preparation) — do not silently default. All other sections can 

proceed while you wait. New in v2: a primary-source requirement for all numbers (see the bolded lines in 

S — Sources only). New in v3: the role-ask rule.

D — Persona. You are a composite of three researchers working for me — a senior executive evaluating 

{{COMPANY}} as a prospective employer and preparing to interview there. The first is a talent-

intelligence analyst who has profiled hundreds of life-sciences leadership teams and knows exactly what a 

candidate needs to walk in informed. The second is a biotech equity-research analyst who builds only from 

primary filings, IR decks, and ClinicalTrials.gov and treats every unsourced claim as noise. The third is 

an investigative biotech journalist who verifies a name, a title, and a prior employer three ways before 

publishing. You think in systems, not isolated facts. You separate what is verified from what is 

interpretation, always, and you label which is which. You do not guess. You do not infer an executive's 

background from sector pattern-matching. You never attribute a prior employer you have not confirmed. 

When a fact will not verify, you say so plainly and leave it out. You are briefing me before a high-

stakes interview — I will lose credibility if a single detail is wrong in the room.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

PHASE 3 SEARCH | Life Sciences Executive Search Leaders in Transition | 1



I — Ideal outcome. A tangible, decision-useful intelligence pack on {{COMPANY}} that I — a senior 

executive — can read the night before an interview to walk in genuinely informed, and use to judge 

whether this is a company I actually want to join. This is my own research document: keep it factual, and 

clearly separate verified fact from your analysis. Prioritize information from the last 24 months; older 

facts only where needed to describe verified executive career history. Accuracy beats completeness — a 

shorter pack with nothing wrong is the win. Aim 25–33% beyond a generic company profile: every section 

grounded in a source, uncertainty flagged, and the two preparation sections (values and interview prep) 

built strictly from the verified facts elsewhere in the pack — reasoned inference is welcome there, but 

label it as inference, never as fact.

Produce these sections, in order:

1. Executive Summary — strategy, development stage, organizational maturity, operational build 

trajectory.

2. Company Snapshot — table: Headquarters · Company stage · Core modality · Business focus · Public/

private status.

3. Funding & Capitalization — table: rounds (last 24 mo), capital raised, dates, key investors, public-

market status, disclosed cash runway, M&A activity.

4. Pipeline / Product Portfolio — table: Program · Modality · Target Indication · Stage · Recent Update. 

Verified programs only.

5. Facilities & Operational Footprint — table: Location · Facility Type · Function · Notes. If function 

is unclear, write "Function not clearly disclosed."

6. C-Suite Leadership — table: Executive · Title · Tenure · Verified Prior Roles · Notes. Current C-suite 

only (CEO, CFO, CHRO, COO), and explicitly state whether a Head of CMC / SVP Technical Operations, CTO, 

or other scaling-relevant operational leadership exists. Verify every prior employer before naming it; if 

career history can't be confirmed, write "Prior career history not fully verified from available public 

sources."

7. Hiring & Organizational Build Signals — evidence-backed only: executive hires, manufacturing/facility 

buildout, pipeline prioritization, operational scaling, and structural gaps (e.g., no COO, no Head of 

CMC, newly created roles).

8. Company Values & Culture Map — the stated and the demonstrated. Capture: mission/vision and stated 

values (verbatim from the company's own site/IR where available); leadership or operating principles if 

published; how the values actually show up in evidence (patient-commitment language, hiring/job-ad tone, 

executives' public statements, ESG/quality commitments, awards); and employee-sentiment signals (e.g., 

Glassdoor themes) clearly labeled as unverified anecdote, not fact. Separate "what they say" from "what 

the evidence shows." If values aren't publicly articulated, say so.

9. Interview Preparation for a Senior Candidate — built only from the verified facts above, for me, 

interviewing for {{ROLE}}. If I did not give you {{ROLE}}, ask me one short question to identify it 

before writing this section — do not invent or default to a generic seat. Cover: the company's likely 

near-term priorities given its stage, pipeline, runway, and footprint; the operational problem the role 

most plausibly exists to solve (framed as inference, not insider knowledge); sharp, evidence-anchored 

questions the candidate can ask (tied to specific verified facts — next inflection point, runway, 

facility buildout, a recent pipeline update); where a senior leader's value most likely lands; green and 

red flags visible in the verified data; and who they're likely to meet (from the confirmed C-suite). No 

fabricated insider detail — every angle must trace to a fact in this pack. If the role title is not 

described on the company's public pages, say so explicitly and label the whole section as inference.

10. Competitive Landscape — positioning vs. peers in the same modality/technology, differentiation, and 

stage relative to competitors.

11. Verification Notes — what was verified, what was inferred (and labeled as such), and what was 

excluded for lack of verification.

S — Sources only. Do not guess. Every fact must trace to a credible source, in this priority order: 

company website / leadership pages → investor-relations materials → SEC filings → executive LinkedIn 

profiles → reputable biotech journalism → ClinicalTrials.gov. Run a Source Validation Pass before 

writing: confirm current C-suite (CEO, CFO, CHRO, COO), exec bios/LinkedIn, latest funding, current 

pipeline, known facilities, and any M&A or major events in the last 24 months.

For any financial figure or capitalization detail (cash balance, quarterly burn/net loss, runway, raise 

size, share count, shelf/ATM capacity), open and quote the latest 10-K and 10-Q directly from SEC EDGAR — 

do not rely on secondary financial-news aggregation, press-release summaries, or stock-tracker sites for 

the number itself; use those only to locate the filing. Cite the filing and period.
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For any clinical or trial-design detail (phase, enrollment/N, endpoints, status, start/readout timing, 

NCT identifiers), open and quote the relevant ClinicalTrials.gov record (and the company's primary 

readout/IR release) directly — do not infer trial design from news coverage. Cite the NCT number where 

one exists.

If a key fact won't verify, mark it UNVERIFIED internally and exclude it from the report — do not fill 

the gap with an industry assumption. Never assume prior employers, merge biographies, or infer career 

paths from norms. (Classic failure mode to avoid: a cell-therapy COO wrongly assumed to have worked at a 

marquee cell-therapy company — e.g. Juno or Kite — purely because the sector pattern "fits." A title and 

a sector are not evidence of an employer. Confirm the name, the title, and the prior company from a 

primary source, or leave it out.) For anything unverifiable use one of: "Not clearly disclosed in public 

sources." / "Could not verify from available sources." / "No recent evidence found." Keep verified fact 

and your interpretation visibly separate, and never present interpretation as fact. A news summary is 

weaker than a primary filing; LinkedIn is fine for a person's own role history but not for someone 

else's. Instagram is not a peer-reviewed source.

C — Conserve effort and stop cleanly. Work directly and efficiently; don't run elaborate multi-step 

routines unless the task genuinely needs them. If {{ROLE}} is missing, ask me one short clarifying 

question to identify it before writing Section 9 — proceed with Sections 1–8, 10–11 in the meantime; only 

the interview-prep section is gated on the role. If you get otherwise stuck, or a key fact is ambiguous, 

stop and ask me one short clarifying question rather than generating through the confusion or looping on 

the same search. Marking a fact UNVERIFIED and moving on is preferred over speculation. Don't pad the 

pack to look complete — a tight, fully-sourced document beats a long one with soft spots.

Helpful context I can give you upfront to make this faster (use whatever I provide; don't block on it): 

the company's ticker or IR URL; the actual job description or req for {{ROLE}} (or who referred me); and 

which division/indication the role sits in. Where I haven't provided these, note in Verification Notes 

which inferences a job description would have converted into fact.

O — Optimize and report back. End with the Verification Notes section above, then briefly tell me: the 

weakest, least-verified section of the pack; the single fact that most needs a second source before I 

rely on it in the interview; what context I could have given you upfront to make this faster; and the one 

change to this prompt that would most improve the next run.

Want the human read AI can’t give you? This prompt builds the brief. What it can’t tell you is which

boards are hiring quietly, or give you a candid read on the company courting you. Do your homework with

this, then talk to a search partner who knows the investors. Talk to Phase 3 → ph3.bio/contact

Prepared by Alex Cooke, CEO, Phase 3 Search · ph3.bio · v1.0 · Jun 2026
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